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STATE OF WISCONSIN
BEFORE THE BOARD OF NURSING
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
IN THE MATTER OF THE DISCIPLINARY     :
PROCEEDINGS AGAINST                               :              FINAL DECISION AND ORDER
                                                                            :
            SHARON S. BROWNELL, R.N.,           :                            LS0606084NUR
                                    RESPONDENT.              :
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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            The parties to this action for the purposes of Wis. Stats. sec. 227.53 are:
 
            Sharon S. Brownell, RN
            N3228 School St.
            Sheboygan Falls, WI  53085
 
            Wisconsin Board of Nursing
            P.O. Box 8935
            Madison, WI  53708-8935
 
            Department of Regulation and Licensing
            Division of Enforcement
            P.O. Box 8935
            Madison, WI  53708-8935
 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY
 
            The parties in this matter agree to the terms and conditions of the attached Stipulation as the final decision of this
matter, subject to the approval of the Board.  The Board has reviewed this Stipulation and considers it acceptable.
 
            Accordingly, the Board in this matter adopts the attached Stipulation and makes the following:
 

FINDINGS OF FACT
 
            1.       Sharon S. Brownell (D.O.B. 4/23/64) is duly licensed in the state of Wisconsin as a professional nurse (license
# 100829).  This license was first granted on 11/16/88.
 
            2.       On 3/4/02, Respondent was the emergency department triage nurse at St. Michael’s Hospital, Milwaukee.  On
that day, a 41 year old man, S.R., presented himself to her, accompanied by his mother.
 
            3.       Respondent charted that the patient’s temperature was 97, his blood pressure was 132/93, pulse 82, and
respirations 16, and wrote: “C/o chest pain and vomited 1° PTA pain reproducible.  C/o body aches joint pains and cough.” 
The patient was noted to be using aspirin and acetaminophen.  Respondent was informed that the patient had no history of
heart attack or stroke, high blood pressure, or other medical condition.  Although the patient was a tobacco smoker, this was
not noted on the chart, nor was there a notation that there was a family history of heart disease; the Board infers that the
questions were not asked.  The patient was told to have a seat in the waiting room, and that he would be seen as soon as
possible.
 
            4.       Over the next 40 minutes, first the patient’s mother and then the patient’s father approached Respondent and
stated that the patient was in continuing to be in pain, and that each of them was concerned about the possibility of heart
attack.  Respondent assured them that their son would be seen as soon as possible, but did not further examine or query the
patient directly.
 
            5.       At 6:35 PM, approximately one hour after initial triage, the patient became unresponsive; the parents called for



assistance and the patient was taken into the emergency department where he was found to be in ventricular fibrillation;
defibrillation resulted in conversion to wide complex ventricular bradycardia without pulse.  Further efforts to revive the patient
were unsuccessful, and he was pronounced dead at 7:10 PM.
 
            6.       The Board finds that a minimally competent triage nurse, faced with a patient with the stated age, history, signs,
and symptoms, would have begun the process for monitoring the patient with an electrocardiogram, and notified staff of the
patient’s condition, immediately upon completing triage.  The Board finds that a minimally competent triage nurse, faced with a
query from a family member which included a statement that pain had continued or increased, would have reassessed the
patient personally.
 
            7.       Since this incident, Respondent has taken and successfully completed an 8 credit hour training course in
Advanced Cardiac Life Support, and is a certified Advanced Cardiac Life Support Provider.  The course was completed in
May, 2005, and her certification is considered valid until May, 2007.  But for this fact, the Board would have ordered
Respondent to satisfactorily complete a similar course.
 

CONCLUSION OF LAW
 
By the conduct described above, respondent is subject to disciplinary action against her license to practice as a registered
nurse in the state of Wisconsin, pursuant to Wis. Stat. §441.07(1)(b) and (d), and Wis. Adm. Code §§ N 6.03(1)(a), and
7.03(1)(a), (b), and (c).
 
 

ORDER
 
            NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Sharon S. Brownell, RN, is REPRIMANDED for her
unprofessional conduct in this matter.
 



            IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that respondent shall pay the costs of investigating and prosecuting this matter, in the
amount of $1400, within 120 days of this Order; if not paid in full by that date, Respondent’s license shall be suspended by
staff without further order of the Board, until paid.
 
WISCONSIN BOARD OF NURSING
 
 
 
By:       Marilyn Kaufmann                                                        6/8/06
            A Member of the Board                                               Date


